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 Weavings  

Wesley is on the road again! 

LATE-BREAKING NEWS:  Daoud Nasser, family member and organizer of the Tent of Na-

tions , will speak at the Wesley Foundation at W&M on Tuesday, April 27.  See pg. 5 for details!  

Come join campus minister David Hindman, hosts Brad Robins 

‗95 and Julie Martin ‗97, and other W&M Wesley alums at 

Shady Grove UMC 
8209 Shady Grove Rd.,  

Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

Saturday, April 10 

5-7 pm 
Dinner will be provided and there is a playground on site, so bring the 

whole family!  The church is approx. 15 miles north of Richmond. 

Please RSVP by Wed, April 7  

to Marg Lynch at the Wesley House:  

757-229-6832 or wmwesleyaa@verizon.net 
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Inside this issue: 

Wesley Students, Alumni and Friends Gather 

at Virginia Annual Conference June 14 
Following the adjournment of the morning session of Annual Confer-

ence on Monday, June 14, all alumni, current students and friends of 

the W&M Wesley Foundation are invited to gather for a noon-time 

meal (location to be decided)  to re-connect in friendship and learn 

about life at Wesley these days.  If you plan to attend Annual Confer-

ence and would like to be a part of this gathering, contact David Hind-

man at 757-229-6832 or dmhind@wm.edu.  We promise the price will 

be affordable but the time together will be priceless!  

mailto:dmhind@wm.edu
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2009 Wesley Partners 
Individuals 
Anonymous 
Matt and Ann Ames 
Raymond & Betty Archer 
Jennifer Bartgis 
Kevin and Lynn Bedell 
Patty Benesh 
Dan and Patty Boten 
Don Brady 
Sam Brown 
Gerald Bullock 
Russell and Janice Byers 
Stephanie Byers 
Carlton and Beth Casey 
John Charles 
Robert and Elizabeth Clarke 
Doyle and Ailysa Cockram 
James and Ellen Comstock 
John and Susan Cornett 
William and Cheryl Corvello 
Guy and Vee Davis 
Nicholas and Kathryn DeKrafft 
Fred Dellamura and Pam Estelle 
John and Sylvia Devlin 
Dave Douglas and Kathy Ur-
bonya 
Jim and Katheryn Driscoll 
John Dunning 
Carol Dyke 
Dan & Becca Elmore 
Karen Ely 
Fred and Delores Fauber 
Dave and Nancy Fries 
 

Dan and Cynthia Garman-
Squier 
John and Beth Graham 
Aaron Gregory 
Carmine and Patti Grella 
Jane A. Gross 
Katie Guidry 
Warren and Sandra Harper 
Delmer and Deborah Harris 
John and Gail Harwood 
Myrtle Frances Hatcher 
William and Elizabeth Hatfield 
Chase Hathaway 
Jim and Deborah Hewitt 
David and Teri Hindman 
Ted and Beatrice Holm 
Isaac Hopkins 
Dean and Sara Howard 
Robert and Elaine Howell 
Lyman and Pam Hubbard 
Bill and Linda Hunt 
Brian and Deborah Ingram 
Scott and Lisa Jenkins 
Gerald and Marilyn Johnson 
Matt and Jennifer Johnson 
Walter and Beverly Judd 
McKenzie Jump 
David Keel 
Ralph and Nancy Keel 
Jeff and Shelly Kelly 
Edward and Louisa Kenny 
Dick and Sharon Kiefer 
Bonnie Kiger 
Stephen and Dolores King 
John and Deanna Kirn 

Michael and Marcia Kochel 
Bob and Fran Lane 
Tom Lester 
Allen and Wendy Lewis 
Ruth Loyer 
Rob and JoAnne Lutinski 
Ellsworth and Susan Lutz 
Tom and Margarette Lynch 
Hunt and Jennifer Magee 
John and Carol Marsh 
Ned and Jennifer Martin 
Joseph and Holly Maslanka 
Ann McGrath 
Mary McGehee 
Doug and Rachel McNamara 
Alice Meilman 
Katie Midland 
Cynthia Mitchell 
Michael and Elizabeth Monin 
Jack and Lauren Mooney 
Ted and Sue Moreland 
Terri Morgan 
Ken and Sharon Moskalski 
Kendall Powell Odorizzi 
Andy and Jodi Oliver 
Bob and Betty Orwoll 
Steve and Sarah Perkins 
Will Perkins 
John and Karen Peterson 
Richard and Linda Poinsett 
Maurice and Joan Porter 
Melody Porter 
Joe and DeAnn Posey 
Hope Prather 
Dick and Carol Prosi 

Wesley Donors 2009 
Thanks for all you do! 

We are so humbled by the gifts received by the Wesley Foundation from all of our supporters.  
Whether through home cooked meals for Sunday gatherings, lemonade and cookies to welcome 
new students, or financial contributions from our Wesley Partners, this ministry knows how de-
pendent we are on the Body of Christ to make everything we do possible. We want to recognize 
everyone who supports our work and have tried to make sure all of our friends are included in this 
listing. If your name, church or group is missing, please e-mail Margarette Lynch, Wesley‟s admin-
istrative assistant, at wmwesleyaa@verizon.net so that the error can be immediately corrected in 
our next issue. Thanks again for all that you do! 
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Shannon Reed 
Richard and Susan Reed 
Aaron and Cindy Reeves 
Lois Reid 
Marc and Nancy Rickabaugh 
Chuck and Alice Riecks 
David and Wendy Roane 
Bill and Karen Robins 
Dave and Christina Robinson 
Charles and Carol Roesle 
Allie Rosner 
Fred and Gail Rosner 
Meghan Roth 
Ron and Sylvia Rumsey 
Sam and Mary Liz Sadler 
Irene Sadler 
Megan Saucier 
John and Robin Shafer 
Mike and Trish Sherrod 
Glen C. Siceloff 
Kenneth and Mary Snellings 
Sarah Snyder 
Richard and Peggy Soulen 
Paul and Joan Sowash 
Marc and Ruth St. John 
Ernest and Lydia Stagnaro 
Robert and Jackie Taylor 
Ben and Susan Thacker-
Gwaltney 
Stephen and Nikki Tingen 
Tom Tipton 
John and Beverly Tressler 
Grace Turner 
Jeremy B. Utt 
Holley Walling 
Raymond Wrenn 
Ed and Libby Wright 
Ruth Young 
Drew and Katie Zapotoczny 
Jean Zauner 
 
Churches, UMWs, UMMs, and 
Other Organizations 
Asbury UMC 
Bethany UMC & UMW 
Board of Missions Peninsula 
District 

Chestnut Memorial UMC UMW 
Crooks Memorial UMC UMM 
Combined Virginia Campaign 
Community of Faith UMC 
First UMC, Hampton  
Parkview UMC  
Providence UMC UMW 
St. Luke‟s UMC 
Trinity UMC Newport News 
Virginia Annual Conference 
Warwick Memorial UMC & UMW 
Wellspring UMC 
Williamsburg UMC 
 
Lemonade & Cookies, Opera-
tion Taco, Potato Drop, and 
Nothing But Nets 
Individuals 
Fletcher and Gini Campbell 
Carlton and Beth Casey 
Richard and Betty Jacobson 
Jan May 
Richard and Colleen Meiser 
Walt and Jean Raines 
Jean McDonald Walker 
 
 
Churches and Other Organi-
zations 
Asbury UMC 
Baptist Collegiate Ministries 
Bethany UMC UMW & UMM 
Campus Ministries United 
(CaMU) at W&M 
Catholic Campus Ministries 
Central UMC & UMW 
Chestnut Memorial UMC 
Crooks Memorial UMC UMW 
First UMC Hampton 
First UMC Fox Hill 
First UMC Newport News 
Grace UMC UMM 
Mount Vernon UMC 
Providence UMC 
St. James UMC UMW 
St. Luke's UMC UMW 
The College of William and Mary 

Trinity UMC Newport News 
Wellspring UMC 
Wesley UMC UMW 
Williamsburg UMC UMW 
 
Wesley Endowment Fund 
Bryan and Mona Foster 
Dale and Katie Guidry 
Stuart and Barbara MacIntyre 
Andrew Neighbors 
Kenneth and Mary Snellings 
 
Hindman Endowment 
Hilda Hindman 
 
Sunday Night Dinner Cooks 
Adult Bible Study Class, Wil-
liamsburg & Wellspring UMC 
Michelle Alexander 
Bishop McKendree Sunday 
School Class, WUMC 
Committees, Wesley Foundation 
Board of Directors 
John Dunning 
Fellowship Bible Study Class, 
WUMC 
David and Teri Hindman 
David Hindman and Troy Rapp 
Sisters in Faith Circle, WUMC 
UMW 
Nikki Tingen 
Wesley House Residents 
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After graduation from W&M,  Robert Bryant '46 received both his M.Div. and Ph.D degrees from 

Yale.  His teaching career led him to many places of study and research, including Vanderbilt Univer-

sity, Heidelberg University and University of Strasbourg; however, he spent most of his teaching career 

at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities in Minnesota, where he taught Systematic Theology 

for nearly 30 years.  An ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, he was a  Co-Founder and 

Lecturer in Seminar on Conflict Utilization, Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs at the University of 

Minnesota.  He currently is the President of the Board of Directors of the Sarasota Campus Ministry 

Association. 

I began my studies at W&M in June, 1943, soon after graduating from high school. There were few 

male students then, since most younger males were active in either the military or other public service. 

A floor of the administration building (then Marshall-Wythe Hall, now James Blair Hall) was occupied 

by the Naval Chaplains. On the weekends Williamsburg was crowded with service men from nearby 

military bases. Other male students and I were housed barracks-style over a clothing store on Duke of 

Gloucester Street. Through the college's work-study program I went to work at the Travis House in Co-

lonial Williamsburg. This employment paid most of my college and other expenses.  

 

In this wartime environment I was pleased to learn about the Wesley Foundation. It was located then in 

the sprawling Methodist Church on the corner of Duke of Gloucester Street, diagonally across from the 

main entrance to the campus, where the Merchant Square Shops are now. The church's minister than 

was the kindly Dr. Lewis Havermale, formerly a missionary to China.  

 

I remember with great fondness Mrs. C. Carlton Casey, who was the volunteer adviser to the Wesleyites. She led our Bible study 

each Sunday morning. She was a generous, gracious hostess, often welcoming other students and me to her home for Sunday din-

ners. I greatly appreciated not only the delicious meals she fed us but also the relaxed experience of being with her, her patient hus-

band and two teenage sons. It was like a home away from home. 

 

On Sunday evenings we students gathered at the church for programs we planned. These began with worship with prayer and hymn 

singing, then focused on some topic of current interest. Attendance averaged about ten to fifteen students. Some of us became close 

friends. I recall especailly Matilda ("Matt") O'Brien (Chamberlain) '45, Sallie Rue Justis (Ranson) '46,  Ellen Johnson (Stagnaro) '47 

and  Emily Christine Rentsch '48, who a few years later became my wife. Roy Warman, stationed at the Navy Seabee base on the 

peninsula, often joined us when he could. 

 

A high school teacher, Jerry Speidel, in Charlottesville advised and co-ordinated Wesley foundation activities around VA. I received 

a lot of post card messages from him when I became President of the local Wesleyites. He planned a statewide retreat at scenic Natu-

ral Bridge to which Mrs. Casey drove Christine and me. During that weekend our romance blossomed. 

 

When the Rev. Ben Bland became the church's minister and Mrs. Casey retired as our adviser in my senior year, I was invited to 

become interim Wesley director and accepted. About the same time I was elected President of the campus Inter-Religious Council 

and focused on promoting co-operation among the Protestant student organizations. (The local Roman Catholic priest resisted my 

efforts and a couple of the local Protestant ministers were mainly interested in promoting programs in their own churches.).  

 

At the time there were no religious studies classes offered at W&M. When I spoke with  Prof. of law Dudley Woodbridge, an 

avowed agnostic, about this, he listened sympathetically and agreed to join me in meeting with President John Pomfret. Recognizing 

the tradition of strict separation of church and state since the time of Thomas Jefferson, I cautiously proposed to Pres. Pomfret that a 

course on comparative religion be offered. He listened politely but remained non-commital. 

 

At the time some colleges scheduled religious emphasis weeks with guest speakers and numerous forums and other events. For one 

at W&M I was able to secure Dr. Harold Bosley, a leading Methodist minister in Baltimore, who preached in the Wren Chapel. 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

1940...1950...1960...1970...1980...1990...2000...2010 

Looking Back... 
Please enjoy this 
new feature on 
Wesley life from 
the 40‟s.  Our aim 
is to highlight dif-
ferent decades in 
future Weavings 
issues.  If you 
would like to con-
tribute, please 
contact David 
Hindman at the 
Wesley Founda-
tion. 

Wesley Window:  1940‘s 
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Not long after I started 

classes at Wesley Theologi-

cal Seminary in August 

2008, I began my work 

with the United Methodist 

General Board of Church 

and Society. Because of my 

involvement as a GBCS 

Board Director, I had the 

opportunity to participate 

as an NGO observer at the 

December 2009 United 

Nations Framework Con-

vention on Climate Change. When offered the chance to be a 

part of this pivotal time in Copenhagen, I knew it was another 

step on a journey of faith.  

  

In Copenhagen, I witnessed the energy of the Bella Center 

where the UN negotiations took place. I sensed the power and 

possibility of tens of thousands marching for climate justice. 

During a Sunday rally, I lamented as Archbishop Desmond 

Tutu named harms done to creation and called those in places 

of privilege to confession. I responded with enthusiasm as he 

handed over 500,000 pledges to the former UN climate change 

chief Yvo de Boer. With people of faith from around the world, 

I sang hymns and prayed in an ecumenical worship celebration 

at the Copenhagen Cathedral.  

  

These were remarkable, life-changing days but they cannot 

remain mere memories. As the anticipated outcome of the 2009 

world meeting of a fair and effective agreement faded, it be-

came clear the work is far from over. I am ready to join count-

less others already living into God's call, sharing stories, advo-

cating for justice, living simply, and caring for creation and all 

who inhabit the earth, particularly the most vulnerable. 

Through its ministry year in and year out, the Wesley Founda-

tion develops amazing leaders like Meghan  Roth '08, who cur-

rently is a second year student at Wesley Theological Seminary 

in Washington, DC.  While at W&M, Meghan was actively in-

volved in Wesley's Young Adult Council, eventually serving as 

President, and the Living Word worship team.  During 2008-

2012 Meghan is serving as a member of the General Board of 

Church and Society for The United Methodist Church.  She 

attended the Climate Change Conference in Denmark last De-

cember as a young adult representative of the Board of Church 

and Society.  In this article she shares her experiences there 

with us. 

Most W&M students then were only minimally interested in any 

organized religious activities. Sorority and fraternities, sports and 

proms were more alluring. 

 

Major external events impacted our lives on the campus and at 

Wesley. One was the unexpected death of President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt.  (He had so long been a national and world leader I per-

sonally worried about the country's future without him.). Some 

months later we welcomed the Allied victories in Europe and the 

Pacific, promising, we hoped, a return to a more peaceful, just 

world.   

 

I still have fond memories of the friends I made at Wesley and the 

warm sense of community I experienced there. It was definitely a 

formative influence in my time at W&M. It helped convince me of 

the crucial need for a committed, progressive, ecumenically ori-

ented campus ministry. This undoubtedly led me to decide after 

graduation from W&M to study at Yale Divinity School for the 

MDiv., then for the PhD at Yale in religious studies. Thence I de-

voted my early career to teaching religion and philosophy at several 

colleges and universities, followed by thirty years on the faculty of 

an ecumenical theological seminary. 

 

With warmest greetings and best wishes, Robert H. Bryant '46    

P. S. I would be pleased to receive e-mails or communicate other-

wise with earlier or current Wesley friends. bollawag@yahoo.com  

(Continued from page 4) 

Late-Breaking News:   
"Tent of Nations'" Founder 

Palestinian Christian Daoud 

Nasser Speaks at Wesley on 

April 27 
 

When Wesley students from UVA and W&M traveled to Israel-

Palestine in 2006 and 2009, our teams spent two days each time 

planting olive trees at Tent of Nations, a farm owned and oper-

ated by Palestinian Christians since the time of the Ottoman Em-

pire.  Living by the motto, "We refuse to be enemies" the Nasser 

family farm is surrounded by three ille-

gal Israeli colonies/settlements in the 

occupied West Bank.  Daoud Nasser, 

family member and organizer of the 

Tent of Nations program that provides 

peace education and activities for chil-

dren each year, will speak at the 

Wesley Foundation at W&M on Tues-

day, April 27 at 7 p.m.  Alumni living 

near Williamsburg are cordially invited 

to join us for this unique opportunity 

and to learn first hand about the chal-

lenges and struggles of a person living 

in the midst of the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict.   Daoud Nasser 

Wesley Alum attends  

Climate Change Conference in 

Denmark 

mailto:bollawag@yahoo.com
http://www.wmwesley.org/wesley/files/%5buser%5d/photos/IMG_7522.jpg
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Student intern learns about serving 

‘the least, the lost, the lonely and the left out’ 
by Allie Rosner 

As I‘ve waded my way through the beginning stages of the ordination process in the past few years, I‘ve often told people in the con-

ference that I feel called to serve the poor. They always say, ―Go check out Rising Hope.‖ So the summer after I graduated from 

seminary, I checked out Rising Hope United Methodist Mission Church, got myself an internship, and set out to serve the poor. 

 I had “served the poor” before — at women’s shelters, assistance agencies and the downtown Atlanta church I attended throughout 

seminary. I had valued all of these experiences. But they had generally been for several hours a week, and now I was about to be 

immersed in a community of — as the Rising Hope saying goes — ―the least, the lost, the lonely and the left out.‖ 

 In some ways, I immediately fell in love with this new immersion experience. For one thing, it was probably the most colorful 

group of people I‘d ever encountered in one space. There were ex-cons, ex-hippies, ex-addicts, and not-so-ex-addicts. There were 

people who lived in the neighborhood, people who lived in the nearby shelters and people who lived in the woods. There were moth-

ers pushing strollers gathered in the food pantry. There was a guy on a motorcycle mission across the United States who wore a 

leather vest and a do-rag, and closed his eyes and danced when we sang in worship. I loved that mosaic quality that so many 

churches seem to lack. 

 I also quickly grew to love the lack of hierarchy I saw in the church. Over the first week 

or so, when I was still learning my way around the church and its various ministries, I found 

myself looking at the people around me and trying to categorize them. Was that person a 

client or a volunteer? I realized even at the time that the answers shouldn‘t matter, but I was 

surprised by more than one instance of a food pantry volunteer signing in for a bag of gro-

ceries before I began to get it. More often than not, the clients were the volunteers, and vice 

versa. When everyone can serve and be served by everyone else — well, that‘s a little bit of 

the Kingdom, right there. 

 But I have to admit that as my time at the church began, I had some misgivings. We often 

talked about Fairfax County‘s enormous wealth and how that wealth hid the real need in 

places such as the Route 1 corridor. But, as a Fairfax County native, I grew up enjoying 

every benefit of that wealth. I never experienced hunger or wondered where I was going to 

stay for the night. Pastor Keary Kincannon, at least, had experience with addiction, but I‘d 

never been addicted to anything harder than chocolate chip cookies (and it seemed a little 

late in the ordination process to begin such an experience). So I was afraid of having nothing 

to say to this community facing struggles I‘d never known. I was afraid of my own irrele-

vance. 

 So, what surprised me the most about Rising Hope was the love and acceptance with 

which people welcomed me. They asked me theological questions and told me how much 

they appreciated the prayer services I led. They encouraged me when I freaked out about my lack of post-internship employment 

options. They humored my high-church hesitance to clap and dance along to ―Jesus 

is a Rock and He Rolls My Blues Away.‖ Of course, as I got to know people better, 

I realized that the people who made up Rising Hope came with all kinds of differ-

ent stories — different from my own in many ways, and similar in some. We had 

all come to that place for different reasons, in different ways, through different val-

leys and carried by different blessings. But we were all there as the Body of Christ, 

and that made us relevant to each other. 

 So, I went to Rising Hope to serve the poor. And I hope I was able to do so. I 

hope my prayer services, my lunchtime chats, my humble attempts at Spanish and 

my hours at the food pantry sign-in table made a small difference to some people. 

But in the end, it wasn‘t about ―serving‖ as much as becoming part of a community 

of people with many different stories. And it was about realizing we all had some-

thing in common — Jesus — and something to share. Even me. 

Lives get changed through the ministry of the Wesley Foundation.  Already committed to social justice when she arrived at W&M, Allie Rosner 
'06 gained greater clarity about her personal call to discipleship through participation in a wide variety of leadership roles and mission opportunities 
offered by Wesley.  Allie graduated from Candler School of Theology in 2009 with her M.Div. degree and is now anxiously awaiting the opportunity to 
be appointed to a church in the Virginia Conference.  In the meantime, she did an internship recently at Rising Hope UMC on the Route 1 corridor in 
northern Virginia, working with the community's poor.  This reflection on her experiences was published in the Nov. 2009 issue of the Virginia Advo-
cate, who graciously allowed us to re-print it here. 

Reprinted from the November 2009 issue of the Virginia United Methodist Advocate newsmaga-

zine; used with permission. 

The Rev. Keary Kincannon serves Holy Com-

munion at Rising Hope UMC.  

Allie Rosner speaks during worship 

at Rising Hope UMC. 
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Building Bridges of Faith and Understanding: 

Wesleyites and Roman Catholics Meet in Unity and Love 
 

-Ironically, although Emily Peterson ’11 was the lead planner from Wesley for this unique event, she is a Presbyterian from Staun-

ton, VA.  She is Wesley’s Worship Coordinator and an English major.  In her spare time she also endeavors to get mad at David 

Hindman sometime in the near future.  He has given her permission to do so.   

While we as Christians profess to be open, welcoming, listening, and embracing, we have to admit that we spend a good 

portion of our time staying comfortable in our own misconceptions of others. This is something that is especially true between Ro-

man Catholicism and Protestantism. We often remain so complacent in our ―rightness‖ that we use our incorrect assumptions and 

beliefs about our neighbors to justify ourselves. Last year, however, I was forced beyond this comfort. I roomed with my friend Kate 

Chelak ‗11, a Roman Catholic, and through a series of long and in-depth religious discussions, we discovered that much of what we 

thought about the other‘s beliefs was wrong and that we had much more common ground than we had originally thought. We were 

struck with the conviction that these conversations of honesty, listening and understanding need to be more commonplace, and the 

seed of an idea was planted. 

 Roughly a year later, the idea came to fruition. The ―Unity in Faith‖ event, co-sponsored by Catholic Campus Ministry and 

the Wesley Foundation, took place on the evening of Saturday, November 5 , with fifty people in attendance from both sponsoring 

organizations and beyond. It was a three-pronged program. The first portion consisted of two presentations aimed at clearing up mis-

understandings, answering questions, and challenging myths. Aaron Gregory ‗10 of Wesley and Catherine Palmer ‗12 of CCM pre-

sented on behalf of their organizations, but there was a catch - during planning, Kate and I had a small but brilliant miscommunica-

tion that led to Aaron answering questions about Catholicism and Catherine answering questions about Methodism. Not only were 

the attendees of the event going to learn new things from the presenters, but the presenters themselves were forced to enter into dia-

logue with each other and to gain a better understanding of areas in which their own assumptions may have been misguided. Kate 

and I were very proud of our foible. 

 The second part of the program was discussion. In small groups, the attendees asked and conversed about questions branch-

ing off of the presentations. I‘ll admit, this was my favorite part. As a co-coordinator, I was spending most of the discussion period 

getting things set up for the meal that we were to share before the third portion of the program, but looking out across the room, I 

was ecstatic to see the engagement and sincere interest in the sea of faces. 

 After a meal together (provided by our fantastic meal planning team), complete with a specially ordered cake, we entered 

into a time of worship. This was perhaps the most difficult part of the event to plan. We wanted to create a balanced environment, a 

service in which the components and leadership were equally divided between Catholics and Methodists. A lot of juggling was in-

volved. We had to ask what resources we would use, what elements of worship could or should be distinctly Catholic and Methodist, 

even whether a PowerPoint presentation would be the best option. Through the combined efforts of worship planners from both 

CCM and Wesley, the service came together to have an unexpectedly fitting flow to it. As an attendee commented to us during the 

program, ―Did you intentionally order the service to go backwards in time?‖ Starting with a contemporary worship song, moving 

into a traditional hymn, and spending the meat of the service in the ancient practice of lectio divina, we returned to a religious exer-

cise from when we all merely fell under the label ―Christian‖ without question as to what ―type‖ of Christian we were. 

 After months and months of stressing, planning, and spending all our time together ironing out details, Kate and I found that 

our greatest happiness from the event came from the knowledge that we had provided an environment to form friendships between 

our campus ministries. Our attendees‘ Facebook friend requests, lunch plans, and post-event discussions in Tazewell basement (the 

on-campus residence hall where the gathering happened) give evidence that the lines of communication have been opened. The con-

versations are happening. We couldn‘t be happier. 

 It doesn‘t stop there, of course. Kate and I don‘t really plan on putting another of these events together, but we hope with all 

our hearts that someone else will feel inspired to do something similar, to bring together people from across even more lines of dif-

ference to find their common ground. For example, David Hindman and Catholic campus minister MaryEllen Pitard are discussing 

the possibility of offering a Lenten study based on previous Roman Catholic and United Methodist conversations at the national 

level, Yearning to Be One: Spiritual Dialogue Between Catholics and United Methodists.  And if they do, we‘re totally there. 
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Deaths… 
ELMER CROWNSON „38 died on Jan. 11, 2010.  
 
JAMES (JIM) DROEGE ‟56 died July 29, 2009.  Jim was 
an active Wesleyite during his college years, serving as 
treasurer and being part of a prayer group. 
 

Expecting… 
DELANA (MCNAIR) '01 and Justin Tompkins are expecting 

another baby!  Their son Tuck will be a big brother sometime 

around August 23.   
 

New Arrivals… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adrian Chesley Miller born September 23, 2009 to ERIN 
JONES MILLER '97 and KIT MILLER '95 and big brother 
Nate. 

 

1950’s... 

Decade contact:  Dolores “Dodie” Diggs 

Fauber ‟56   

Send updates to catandjog@aol.com or 

2716 Westhaven Place, Lynchburg, VA 

24501  

Please, 50's alums, send me some of your news.     

1960’s… 
Decade contact:   

Charles “Chuck” Riecks „65   

Send updates to jcriecks@suddenlink.net 

CHUCK ‟65 and ALICE REICKS ‟67 former Wesleyites 
(who met there) are proud to announce the birth of their 
newest granddaughter Delphine Obeng Kanne to their 
daughter, Kathryn Gwen Riecks, and her husband Em-
manuel Kanne.  She was born February 5, just before the 
snows.  Mother and daughter are doing well.  GrandMom 
Riecks is very busy, and Pops Riecks is very happy. 

 

1970’s… 
Decade contact:   

Agnes Blandford Evans ‟72  

Send updates to evans_agnes@hotmail.com  

(please include “Wesley Weavings” in the sub-

ject line) or mail to 104 Idlewood Circle, York-

town, VA 23693 

 

1980’s… 
Decade contact:  Tracy McNeil Wines „82 

Send updates to tmcwines4@yahoo.com, 

or 12308 Folkstone Dr., Oak Hill, VA 

20171.  

 

1990s... 

Decade contact:  Vicki Bryan Crockett „93 

Send updates to crock-

ett@conwaycorp.net or 2730 York Lane, 

Conway, AR 72034  

 

2000s… 
Decade contact:  Kim (Wilson) Geier „00 

Send updates to kawils@yahoo.com  

JEREMY UTT ‟03 recently received the 2009-2010 

We would like to hear from you!  Please send 
any news or updates to one of the decade con-
tacts listed below.  Thanks for keeping in touch! 



P A G E  9     W E S L E Y   W E A V I N G S  

Utt, Windsor Math Teacher, Wins Na-
tional Award  
(INDIANAPOLIS, IN) — Jeremy Utt, a math and algebra teacher at 
Windsor Middle School has earned Teacher of Honor designa-
tion from Kappa Delta Pi, International Honor Society in Educa-
tion.  
To become a Teacher of Honor, Utt had to meet rigorous criteria 
that included being a highly qualified teacher, continuing educa-
tion credits, leadership roles, and community service. Utt, who 
has been teaching only four years, has achieved more than the 
minimum requirements for the award. Beginning with earning 
the 2006 Meritorious New Teacher Designation, Utt has ad-
vanced his education through graduate courses, professional 
development programs, and personal research to expand his 
knowledge and abilities to best meet the needs of his students. 
Recently he earned endorsement in gifted education.  
In addition to his teaching activities, Utt cosponsors the Junior 
Beta Club, has helped develop school curriculum, and served on 
his school’s yearbook committee. He has been Chairperson of 
the Teacher Council and co-president of the Isle of Wight Educa-
tion Association. Utt retains membership in the National Council 
of Teachers of Mathematics.  
For the last three years, Utt has served as Chair of the Develop-
ment Committee on the Board of Directors for the Wesley Foun-
dation at the College of William and Mary. During this time, his 
leadership skills helped bring in an “unprecedented level of fi-
nancial support to the foundation that is William and Mary’s 
United Methodist campus ministry,” according to Director David 
Hindman.  
Since the award’s establishment in spring of 2008, Kappa Delta 
Pi has named a select few from around the world as Teachers of 
Honor. This award recognizes both recipients and their schools 
for the accomplishment. To earn the Teacher of Honor designa-
tion, an educator must have more than 3 years of classroom 
teaching experience, submit evidence of professional develop-
ment, leadership, community service, and meaningful contribu-
tion to the education profession, and demonstrate a commit-
ment to integrity and high standards in the classroom.  

YAC (Young Adult Council) 

Leadership for 2010 
 

President:  Molly King '11 

Communication:  Bonnie Roane '12 

Discipleship:  Matt Thompson '11 

Outreach and Social:  Stephanie 

McGuire '12 and Alexa Muri '13 

Worship:  P.J. Prather '12 

Sam Sadler Reunion 

Tour Heads to Atlanta for 

Spring Break 
SAM SADLER '64 is doing something this Spring Break he 

never got to do when he was the Vice-President for Student Af-

fairs - go on a Spring Break mission trip!  On Sunday, March 7, 

Sam will load into one of the vans bearing a team of 19 students 

and 6 current or former Wesley board members to head south to 

Atlanta, where we will spend the week working under the aus-

pices of Wesley Community Center  doing home repair on the 

homes of elderly neighbors in need.  In addition to the daily labor 

in Christ's name, we will also have the opportunity to learn about 

the Bible and Poverty from Luke Johnson (Professor of New Tes-

tament at Candler School of Theology at Emory University); 

meet with representatives of three area United Method-

ist  congregations who do ministry with homeless people, refu-

gees, and the GLBTQ community; and walk a labyrinth 

at Haygood Memorial UMC who will be hosting us.  We will 

also visit the Martin Luther King Museum and Memorial, Olym-

pic Park, the Coke Museum and share a meal at The Var-

sity.  Wow!  What a week!  And we get to do it with Sam, 

too!  Look for the next issue of Weavings for pictures and stories 

about the adventure!  It's gonna be awesome!  

Teacher of Honor award from the Kappa Delta Pi honorary 
society.  Below is an excerpt from their press release: 

Tired of paper?  Help Wesley go green 
by receiving the Weavings via e-mail.  
Notify Marg Lynch at the Wesley House: 
757-229-6832 or 
wmwesleyaa@verizon.net 
Over 300 alums and counting... 
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Wesley 

W&M   Mascot Search 
In light of W&M's recent mascot search, the Wesley Foundation decided that there is no better time than the present to come up with 

a mascot of our own. Our top five choices are: the United Methodist cross and flame with REAL FIRE, a dragon, a Wesley Founda-

tion couch, John Wesley (bobble head, of course), or Mr. Lemonade. Let us know what you think! 

 

There are two ways to vote:  You can either use one of the links below and vote online or circle your choice on this page and mail it 

back to the Wesley Foundation at 526 Jamestown Road Williamsburg, VA 23185. 

 

Go to the website at http://www.wmwesley.org/ on the homepage and there‘s a link to a survey in the article about the mascot search. 

Or you can put this link into your browser: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JSBYVXM  Please vote by the end of April—the 

winner will be published in the next Weavings. This is serious fun, so we do hope you will vote and let your voice be heard!   

Would Mr. Lemonade be a good choice as a mascot for the Wesley Foundation? Oh, yeaahh! He and his 

sidekick Mrs. Cookie have been sponsoring freshman move-in festivities for years and are well known for 

helping in our efforts to "Share the Love" around campus. Mr. Lemonade also makes an appearance at 

every SNP, giving him an enviable perfect attendance record. 

Another option is our very own John Wesley – in bobble head form, of course. John 

would look great doing a (slightly wobbly) handstand and would be a great mascot to 

rally the people in prayer until their hearts are "strangely warm." 

What could be better to represent us than a Wesley house couch? This comfortable 

piece of furniture is reliable, supporting our needs as a place to study, a place for dis-

cussion, or a place to relax and watch movies. Job 7:13 says ―my couch will ease my 

complaint.‖ If one ignores the fact that this verse was taken out of context, then the 

Bible promotes a couch as a wonderful choice for a mascot as it will comfort you in 

hard times. 

Dragons are often described in myths as being ―protectors of treasure‖ and The Wesley 

Foundation is a great treasure to all Wesleyites. As many people know, a fierce dragon 

already resides in the basement of the house, doing its part by protecting the ping pong, 

foosball, and pool tables. This is our chance to promote the dragon from the protector of 

the Wesley Triathlon to the protector of all Wesleyites. 

Imagine this – our beautiful United Methodist cross and flame – but with REAL FIRE! The real fire would 

represent our endeavor to ―reflect the life and light of Christ‖ for as John Wesley said, ―Catch on fire with 

enthusiasm and people will come for miles to watch you burn.‖ A natural cheer for this mascot could be Stop, 

Drop, and Roll! 

Vote 

Today! 

http://www.wmwesley.org/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JSBYVXM
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Wesley Weavings is published by the Wesley 

Foundation at the College of William and Mary.  If 

you have suggestions, questions, or information for 

the next issue, or are interested in being a contact 

person for alumni from your decade, please e-mail 

juliecmartin@comcast.net.   

Address changes should be sent to: 

wmwesleyaa@verizon.net 

Editor: Julie Carver Martin ‗97 

Campus Minister: David Hindman 

May Mission to Bahamas Focuses 
on Home Building and Repair 
May 16-22 a team of 18 students and Board members will travel to 
Eleuthera Island in the Bahamas to work providing housing to sisters 
and brothers in need.  Eleuthera is one of the most impoverished ar-
eas in the Bahamas - beautiful but definitely not part of the gambling 
and tourist scene.  Working with Methodist Habitat we will be going to 
a place served several years ago by youth from Williamsburg UMC 
on a Spring Break mission trip.  The scenery is gorgeous and we will 
visit a different beach each day after a long, hard day of work and will 
go to the Glass Bridge where the Atlantic Ocean and Carribean Sea 
meet.  As a side-note to interested readers, in the midst of extreme 
poverty and need in the Bahamas, within the first 24 hours of the Haiti 
earthquate earlier this year, Methodist Habitat air-lifted 10,000 
pounds of urgently needed supplies and food.  Wesley will be partner-
ing with an important mission of the church as we seek to find and 
serve the Christ we love in another part of the world.   
 
This mission trip is a componenet of the Wesley Foundation's com-
mitment to provide students each year with the opportunity to do 
global mission and to encounter the world in a way most tourists 
never do.  It is holy work and your gifts make it possible for lives to be 
changed in this, and so many other ways.  Thanks for helping us re-
flect the light and life of Christ in Williamsburg, in Atlanta, and around 
the world! 

A Message from the YAC  

President, Molly King 
 We‟ve had quite a bit of snow on several differ-
ent occasions, but that hasn‟t stopped us from 
doing great things this semester! We opened the 
semester with two days of Housing Partnerships, 
helping to gut a house of its Chinese drywall. The 
semester‟s opening Sunday Night Program was 
a success with a worship program by contempla-
tive composer/musician Stefan Waligur 
(www.songsofpeace.net – check it out!). 
Waligur‟s music incorporates American rhythms 
and harmonies, Celtic melodies and the call and 
response style of Indian raga. 
For our second SNP past president Meghan 
Roth, now a seminary student at Wesley Theo-
logical, returned to Williamsburg to lead an SNP 
on the Copenhagen Climate Change Conference 
that she attended as part of the UM Board of 
Church & Society. Meghan was also able to par-
ticipate in our Spring Retreat, focusing on our 
own spiritual journeys. Although we were not 
able to go to the Eastover Conference because 
of the pending snow storm, we enjoyed and 
benefited from the literal retreat from the daily 
W&M grind into the Wesley House – and loved 
visiting with Meghan! 
Wesley has also completed its first of three 
planned “Outreach Machines”, centered on the 
concept of assembly-line service and outreach! 
We are also emphasizing hospitality, and our 
Hospitality Corps of greeters and set-up assis-
tants is growing. The connection between the 
students and the Board is also something we are 
highlighting, and we‟ve seen some closer interac-
tions as the semester has progressed.  If you 
know of anyone headed to W&M, definitely send 
them our way and give us a heads up. As al-
ways, we want to keep in touch with alums even 
after they enter the “real world”, so please keep 
in touch – look for our Wesley group and David 
on Facebook and check www.wmwesley.org to 
keep track of our adventures! 

These pics are from the WUMC 

youth trip several years ago. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=35080640&id=7608263&op=1&view=all&subj=256986799121&aid=-1&oid=256986799121
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=35080714&id=7608263&op=1&view=all&subj=256986799121&aid=-1&oid=256986799121
http://www.songsofpeace.net/
http://www.wmwesley.org
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